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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Harry Baker on the oc-
casion of his retirement from the Madera
County Board of Supervisors. Harry attended
his last board meeting on December 15, 1998,
after 12 years of dedicated service.

Harry Baker was born in Eastern Madera
County over 70 years ago. As a veteran of
World War II, Harry was a first hand witness
to the most turbulent time in the history of the
twentieth century. Today Harry is a life mem-
ber and Past Post Commander of Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Post 8753 and a life member of
the American Legion. Thanks to the GI Bill,
Harry was able to go to college and finish his
education, he is a graduate of the University
of California, Berkeley.

Harry has been successful not only in poli-
tics, but also in business. In addition to serv-
ing as President and Chairman of the board of
Sierra Tel Tronics, he also serves as Presi-
dent and Chairman of the Board of Sierra
Telephone, Sierra Cellular, Sierra Tel Logic,
Sierra Tel Internet, Sierra Telephone Long
Distance, Sierra Tel Tronics Business Center,
Sierra Tel Tronics Business Systems, El Do-
rado Cellular, and ST Air Services. Harry has
operated Sierra Telephone, one of the area’s
largest employers, for over 48 years. Harry
has taken the company through remarkable
growth, increasing in size from 200 customers
and 4 employees, to 20,000 customers and
230 employees. Harry was a founding mem-
ber of the Western Rural Telephone Associa-
tion and served as its president in 1967, he’s
been on the Board of Directors for 14 years.

Despite a busy work schedule, Harry makes
time for many worthwhile community activities.
He’s a Life Member of the Madera County
Historical Society and was appointed to the
Madera District Fair Board by former Governor
George Deukmejian. Harry is a Charter Mem-
ber of the Gateway Yosemite Elks Lodge, and
a member of the Sierra Oakhurst Lions Club.
Harry is also an example to youth, he is a Cub
Scout and Boy Scout Troop Leader as well as
a 4–H Leader.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
Harry Baker, on the occasion of his retirement
from the Madera County Board of Supervisors.
Supervisor Baker has been a devoted public
servant during his 12 years of service. I urge
all of my colleagues to join me in wishing
Harry Baker many years of continued success.
f

REGARDING THE PASSING OF MS.
SONYA BEMPORAD OF DALLAS

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, Prime Minister Winston Churchill
once said ‘‘There is no finer investment for
any community than putting milk into babies.’’

I believe that Ms. Sonya Bemporad of Dal-
las lived by these words and committed her
time, energy and soul to investing in children.

One of the most notable advocates of children
and leaders of child care policy, Ms.
Bemporad died Saturday, March 20, 1999.
She was 64 years old.

She is known throughout Texas, and our
Nation as the leading and chief theoretician
with the child care group here in Dallas. The
child care group is an innovative non-profit or-
ganization that operates day-care centers,
manages public subsidies for child care in
north Texas, conducts training for child-care
workers and provides other services. She was
the group’s senior vice president at the time of
her death.

While Congress is still debating on pro-
posals to improve the safety, quality and deliv-
ery of child care, Ms. Bemporad worked dur-
ing her entire life to find new ways to care for
children. She was on the cutting-edge with her
design of the child-care group’s ‘‘relationship-
centered child care’’ approach. This approach
advocated a small, family-like environment
and interaction with one ‘‘constant caregiver.’’

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Bemporad’s methods are
so widely accepted and acknowledged that
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton visited one
of the day care centers in Dallas that the
group operates.

On February 20, 1998, the First Lady toured
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Child Development
Center with me, witnessing first hand, Ms.
Bemporad’s model. Ms. Bemporad’s model on
child-care is so effective that the First Lady
showcased it nationwide as she worked with
the President to travel throughout the country
and across the world to visit child-care facili-
ties that work for children and their parents.

Mr. Speaker, the year before, Ms.
Bemporad’s success was featured on ABC’s
World News Tonight with Peter Jennings as a
solution to the Nation’s child-care crisis. In ad-
dition, the child-care group founded the Sonya
Bemporad chair for relationship-centered child
care. A position she had stewardship over
until her passing.

These accolades are testimonials to her
commitment to children. She deserves that
recognition and more, Mr. Speaker. Many chil-
dren are better cared for, receive more atten-
tion and are surrounded by providers who
have an interest in their long-term well-being.
Due to her efforts, many children in an ‘‘rela-
tionship-centered child care environment’’ usu-
ally score higher on reading and language
tests in public schools than their peers.

Countless children who will produce and
achieve in classrooms throughout the city of
Dallas, the State of Texas, and our Nation
have Ms. Bemporad to thank. She could not
develop such an approach if she did not pos-
sess the time and desire to know children and
what makes them function. This innate sense
of Ms. Bemporad’s is what helps make chil-
dren successful and cared for. She influenced
her peers to subscribe to this method, moving
away from simply studying and analyzing chil-
dren. She influenced them to accommodate
and fashion learning environments to children
and their most pressing needs.

However, Mr. Speaker, this is a part of a
long career in attending and addressing to the
needs of children. Over the last 25 years, she
lent her talents and heart to other child-care
organizations. The Dallas county child welfare
and the Dallas County Mental Health and
Mental Retardation Agencies all benefited
from her sage advice, unlimited compassion
and concern for children. In addition, she was

also a member of the American Association of
Psychiatric Services for Children and the city
of Dallas Health and Human Services Com-
mission.

Mr. Speaker, I join the parents and children
of the 30th Congressional District in paying
tribute to Ms. Sonya Bemporad. Like trees,
children cannot grow without a seed. Ms.
Bemporad was indeed a seed that allowed
many children to grow and reach new heights.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to acknowledge the accomplishments of thir-
teen outstanding young women of my District
who have been selected as recipients of the
Girl Scout Gold Award. These thirteen recipi-
ents from the Montachusett Girl Scout Council
in Worcester, Massachusetts are: Kendra
Beauvais, Diana Brink, Sarah Broders,
Donnielle Crossman, Michelle Curtis, Bridget
Donahue, Laura Gallant, Asavari Kamerkar,
Mary-Elizabeth Morgan, Jennifer
Mummenthey, Sarah Potty, and Bridget Strom.

I am pleased to be able to acknowledge
their accomplishments in service to their com-
munity.
f
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in

honor of the 50th anniversary of the Cleveland
Slovak Dramatic Club. The Cleveland Slovak
Dramatic Club is a vital part of the Cleveland
area as it encourages Slovak youth to be loyal
Americans and to be active and proud of their
Slovak heritage.

Throughout its 50 years of existence, The
Cleveland Slovak Dramatic Club (C.S.D.C.)
has been involved in many activities to help
the Slovak community in the Cleveland area.
During the first 10 years of the C.S.D.C., it ac-
tively sponsored various Slovak cultural activi-
ties such as live stage plays which were per-
formed throughout the Cleveland area. Profits
from these cultural events went to aid Slovak
refugees who had escaped persecution in Slo-
vakia and were dispersed throughout Europe.
The events raised over $20,000 which was
donated from the club to aid refugees.

In addition to C.S.D.C.’s cultural plays, the
club also provided live cultural programs on
Christmas and Easter holidays on Cleveland’s
Slovak radio.

C.S.D.C. members have become very active
in all Slovak movements and activities in var-
ious Slovak Clubs, fraternal and social organi-
zations such as, Slovak League of America,
Slovak World Congress, First Slovak Catholic
Union, and many others. It is through their
help and activity in these organizations, that
Slovak heritage, culture and Slovak frater-
nalism have prospered and grown for many
years.
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